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is also the military oath required of men
enlisting for service in the army. See per-
juey; affidavit.
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OATS, one of the most important fodder
crops cultivated, especially valuable as a
grain for horses. Oats is also used exten-
sively in making cereal foods for the table,
notably oatmeal and rolled oats. Such prep-
arations are excellent breakfast foods for
cold weather, because the grain of which
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The figures represent millions of bushels per
year for an average period of five years.
they are made is a good heat producer. Oat-
meal and similar preparations are especially
recommended for children.
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The grain belongs, with wheat, rye, barley
and other cereals, to the grass family. The
cultivated species are divided into numerous
varieties, distinguished from one another by
color, size, form of seeds, quality of straw,
period of ripening, adaptation to particular
soils and climate and other characteristics.
Seeds are sown in drills or broadcast, from
two to three bushels per acre being used.
Spring is the best time for sowing in northern
latitudes, but in southern regions good winter
crops are obtained
from fall sowings.
The grain thrives
especially well in a
cool, moist climate,
and while it is
widely distributed
and hardy, it can-
not be successfully
cultivated in hot,
f0m
The yield  from   Millions of bushels per
oats   vanes   from	year.
twenty bushels to eighty bushels per acre,
according to soil and climatic conditions. In
the Up>ted States the average is about twenty-
 seven bushels to the acre; in Great Britain,
about forty. The annual crop of the former
country, about 1,300,000,000 bushels, is the
largest in the world. The weight per bushel
varies from thirty to Jorty-five pounds, and
the meal product is about half the weight
•of the oats. Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota,, Wis-
consin, and No. Dakota are largest producers,
but oats are raised in nearly all the states.
Canada's average annual production is about
500,000,000 bushels. The wild oat, a native
of North Africa, is supposed to be the
original of all the species.
OBELISK, ob'elisk, a four-sided shaft,
tapering toward the top and usually termi-
nating in a pyramid. The distinguishing
characteristic of the obelisk is its extreme
slenderness as compared with its height. Be-
cause of this, some of the tallest and most
tapering are called needles. The first obe-
lisks were made by the ancient Egyptians,
who erected hundreds of them in honor of
their sun god. The Egyptian obelisks were
all cut from a solid block of granite, polished
and inscribed with hieroglyphics. These
hieroglyphics, which in many cases recorded
the exploits of the king, were made before
the shaft was erected.
Obelisks were frequently erected in pairs
at the entrances to temples. Two famous
examples are Cleopatra's Needles, erected at
Heliopolis by Thothmes III, about 1500 b. a
One of these obelisks now belongs to the Brit-
ish government and stands on the Thames
Embankment; the other, owned by the
United States, stands in Central Park, New
York City. Both were gifts from the khedive
of Egypt The latter is almost sixty-nine
feet high, is seven feet, seven inches square
at the base, and weighs 200 tons. In the
Place de la Concord, Paris, stands one of
the pair of obelisks erected before the tem-
ple at Luxor; and in front of the Church of
Saint John Lateran, Borne, is a shaft 104
feet high, which originally stood at Heliop-
olis. The finest obelisks still remain in
Egypt.
OBERAMMERG-AtT, oburahm'mwgow, a
village in Upper Bavaria, celebrated for the
performance, every ten years, of the passion
play of Christ's crucifixion and ascension* See
passion* p&a.y.
O'BERLIN COLLEGE, a coeducational in-
stitution, founded at Oberlin, Ohio, in 1833.
It was named for Jean Frederic Oberlin
(1740-1826), a Lutheran pastor who- speat a

